III.

THE STEPPINGLEY FIND OF ENGLISH
COINS.

(See Plate VI.)

EAELT in September, 1912, a hoard of "Long-cross"
pennies was discovered in the Church of Steppingley
St. Lawrence, Bedfordshire. The Eev. C. Swynnerton,
who was at that time rector of Steppingley, has kindly
supplied the following details of the discovery. The
church is a modern building, but the pavement under
which the coins were found is old. This ancient floor,
paved with coarse red tiles 9 inches square, was left
as it was when the church was rebuilt sixty years ago,
and the present floor laid 4 feet above it. The coins
were found 1 foot below the ancient floor, about 10
inches or 1 foot from the north wall of the chancel, and
about 2 feet or so within it. They rested in the natural
hollow of a rough stone measuring about 2 ft. X 1 ft. 8 in.
X 10 in. He suggests that the hoard was deposited by
Peter di Vitella, who was rector from 1247 to 1273, or
during his long absence in Italy, where he died in 1273.
The hoard consisted of 498 pence-and 33 halfpence,
of which there were 456 pence and 31 halfpence
English, 15 pence and 1 halfpenny Scottish, 12 pence
and 1 halfpenny Irish, 2 pence Continental, and 13
pence which, being unintelligible, we are unable to